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its current base in Westlode 
Street to the ground floor of 
the council offices.

The work is expected to 
last until March and Coun 
Malcom Chandler, the district 
council’s deputy leader, said: 
“I am delighted that we are un-
der way with a project that will 
offer residents an increased 
provision of public services in 

one place. 
“Together with a wider 

range of services under one 
roof, the income from the 
Government will help the 
council reduce its overheads 
for the running costs and 
maintenance of the building.

“It will also strengthen our 
position in south Lincolnshire 
while we continue to talk to 

other key partners who would 
wish to deliver services from 
our Priory Road offices.”

Plans to bring the coun-
cil and job centre under one 
roof emerged last February in 
plans by the Department for 
Work and Pensions to close 
more than 130 Jobcentre Plus 
offices, saving about £1.8bil-
lion over the next ten years.

Work starts to move Jobcentre Plus base to 
council as services find a home in one place
Building work has started at 
South Holland District Coun-
cil’s offices in Spalding so that 
Jobcentre Plus services can 
move across town.

A construction team from 
Lindup Group Peterborough 
Ltd moved onto the Priory 
Road site on Monday to start 
the process of Spalding Job-
centre Plus relocating from 

 

editor at the time and Dubai 
was a crazy place to live as I 
was invited to endless parties 
and heard about some mad 
stuff like air-conditioned 
beaches and the building of a 
real Jurassic Park. 

“I wrote it all down in se-
cret, because there was so 
much else we weren’t sup-
posed to say, and used it for my 
first book (Burqalicious: The 
Dubai Diaries) which was sold 
to an Australia publisher – and 
the rest is history.

“Eventually, I settled in Bali 
where I taught myself the art 
of publishing romantic fiction 
myself, which I was pretty suc-
cessful at.

“Then during a stint of 
working in London as a social 
media strategist, I sent a man-
uscript to Mills and Boon, who 
signed me.”

Becky, who currently lives 
in the Netherlands, is busy 
writing another romance for 
the same publisher which she 
promised would feature “all 
the medical drama that can 
happen out at sea”. 

An ex-Spalding Guardian 
work experience student is 
about to join Jane Austen and 
the Bronte sisters as a pub-
lished romantic novelist.

Becky Wicks (38) is to have her 
book, Tempted By Her Hot-
Shot Doc, published by ro-
mantic novel specialists Mills 
and Boon.

The ex-Gleed Girls Tech-
nology College student, who 
wrote for the Guardian and 
our sister newspaper, the Lin-
colnshire Free Press, between 
1995 and 2001, combines her 
growing career as a novel-
ist with work as a freelance 
writer.

Becky said: “I’ve always 
written, both for fun and mon-
ey, but it wasn’t until I went to 
live in Dubai from 2007 un-
til 2009 that I wrote my first 
book.

“I was an online magazine 

Ex-Guardian girl to 
join novelists’ club
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AMAZON ROMANCE: Becky Wicks is now an author with Mills and Boon.  

ONE-STOP SERVICES: Chief executive Anna Graves and Coun Malcolm Chandler at the entrance to the new Jobcentre Plus. Photo: SG160118-103TW.


